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Dear Alumni and Friends, 

Not too long ago, St. Cecilia was placed in a pasto-
ral region with St. Anthony in Madisonville and St. 
Margaret-St. John in Fairfax. We called our region 
of churches the Eastside Pastoral Region. Within our 
pastoral region, there was just one parish school—St. 
Cecilia. Now, some four years later, the archdiocese 
has begun a new initiative called “Beacons of Light.” 
This initiative is a means to “rightsize” the archdiocese. 
Currently, we have more parishes than the number 
of priests and parishioners within them warrant. To 
reposition ourselves so that the Church can thrive, 
parishes have been grouped into families. St. Cecilia 

has been grouped into a family that includes St. Anthony in Madisonville, St. Margaret-St. John in Fairfax and also St. 
Mary in Hyde Park. Within this family, we now have two vibrant schools—St. Cecilia and St. Mary. Each of the schools is 
at near capacity, with waiting lists for many grades. While one could easily jump to the conclusion that we would merge 
the schools, I believe, and I think that most others would agree, that a merger would not be optimal and could actually be 
a detriment to the growth of both schools. What I envision is that we use the strengths of each of the schools to build up 
one another. I think the power of synergy between the two schools will make each better. 

As we journey through this process of becoming a family, with the addition of St. Mary in Hyde Park, let’s pray for contin-
ued wisdom so that we may work together to ensure that both St. Cecilia School and St. Mary School continue to thrive.

God bless all of you and thank you for your support!
Fr. Jamie Weber 
PASTOR OF ST. CECILIA SCHOOL

We Are Family



Dear Alumni and Friends of St. Cecilia,

It has been another eventful year, and I want to thank you for your continued support. Although Covid continues to 
seemingly be at the forefront of all that we do in our daily lives, St. Cecilia has embraced a more reasoned approach when it 
comes to school decisions related to Covid. Mask wearing has been optional since day one last August. Some students and 
staff wear masks, some do not; nowhere do you see conflict. Covid has affected school families and staff, but we have 
remained open for in-person learning all year, all along with our families doing the right things and working with the school. 
Many schools have adapted or curtailed events or activities. St. Cecilia has made an intentional effort to do the opposite by 
providing opportunities to reclaim our community and togetherness through special events. Most importantly, what can not 
be questioned is the determination of our staff to truly put the education and social and emotional well-being of our children 
at the forefront of all that we do. Our students receiving a quality education can be directly correlated to the efforts and 
dedication of our staff. I am very appreciative and thankful for all that they have done, especially the last couple of years.

I also thank all of you and the many parishioners of St. Cecilia for your continued kindness, generosity and support. 
Over the last decade, significant changes have taken place at St. Cecilia School. Upgrades within the building are notable, and 

plans to address the remaining 
projects are in place. Over this 
time, eight classrooms have 
been remodeled, a new office 
added, the school cafeteria 
(Commons) given a total 
overhaul, and air conditioning 
has been installed in the 
primary wing. Remodeling four 
additional classrooms and 
installing AC throughout the 
original building are still 
needed. Any extra financial 
support for these specific 
projects would go a long way in 
helping them to come to 
fruition without undue 
financial strain. It will be an 

investment in our school children, it will demonstrate support for our teachers and staff and validate their value and work, 
and it will secure the school as a source of life, energy, and vitality within a vibrant parish for years to come. Supporting St. 
Cecilia School demonstrates a commitment to children and families within the parish and beyond, making it one of the 
parish’s most important ministries. Within The Cecilian, you can learn more about an exciting initiative that will take place 
this summer. We hope that many of you will consider financially supporting this endeavor.

I enjoy when I get opportunities to showcase St. Cecilia. I especially like when I can take St. Cecilia graduates around the 
building. They see the changes, they share stories, and they affirm the need for St. Cecilia to serve young children and thrive. 
You all have an open invitation to stop by. I’d welcome the chance to show you around. Please continue to keep St. Cecilia 
students, families, and staff in your prayers.

With much gratitude, 
Mr. Michael Goedde 
PRINCIPAL



I N V E ST I NG I N OU R F U T U R E PA R I SH FA M I LY
As parishes throughout the archdiocese prepare to consolidate to form parish families, you can help St. Cecilia  
continue to bring energy and vitality to the region by supporting our school building improvement initiative.

HISTORY SNAPSHOT Over the past decade we’ve made substantial improvements and renovations throughout 
the school. 

SCHOOL VIABILITY/VITALITY SNAPSHOT Corresponding with these upgrades, the overall school direc-
tion and sustainability have strengthened. Enrollment has consistently been strong with waiting lists each year at multiple 
grade levels. An overall student body population of approximately 250 has been consistent over the past eight years. The 
present Catholic population is approaching 60%— a 27% gain over ten years. Along with this growth, the school has been 
reinvigorated and helps to contribute to the vibrancy of the parish.

WHAT ARE OUR PRESENT NEEDS? We need to remodel four additional classrooms, three on the main floor 
of the original building and the art/music/latchkey room and its adjoining teacher workroom. The project will also 
include adding air-conditioning throughout the original school building and making upgrades to campus landscaping.



A ST RONG R E C OR D OF T RUST
Parishioners can be assured that their investment will pay dividends. The school will continue its forward trajec-
tory, continue to provide a quality education in the Catholic tradition, continue to serve parishioners and those 
outside the parish who desire something better for their children, and continue to bring vitality and energy to 
parish life. Prior support for the school has served to energize it, make it stronger, and align its vision to that of 

the parish. Our commitment to positioning the school and the parish for future success will continue. 

WHAT FINANCES ARE NEEDED? Approximately two-thirds of the funding needed to complete this project has 
been secured. An additional $175,000 is needed.

WHY NOW? WHAT ABOUT OTHER PARISH PROJECTS WHOSE FUNDING HAS ALREADY 
BEEN SECURED? Construction costs are going up. Lead time for ordering materials, securing workers, and planning is 
becoming more complex. Presently, contractors have provided quotes and ensured a timeline that will allow for completion 
of the project this summer. Should we delay, total project costs could easily increase more than 20%. Our goal is to kick off 
the project in the spring by breaking ground on four landscaping and campus-beautification projects.

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS? Improvements begun almost a decade ago will be completed. All classrooms within 
the building will have been remodeled and air-conditioned, ensuring comfortable, high-quality learning spaces through-
out St. Cecilia School. These spaces will be used by students, staff, Family of Faith, young adults, RCIA, and other parishio-
ners when meeting spaces are needed for special events.

AN INITIATIVE FOR OUR FUTURE This project is an investment in our parish, its future, and one of 
its most important ministries, the education of our children and our parishioners. The remodeling will ensure that 
much-needed and long overdue upgrades are completed in a cost-effective and efficient manner.

For specific details and a complete overview of our campaign,  
please visit schoolstceciliacincinnati.org and click on the  

Supporting our Parish School button.

HOW TO GIVE: A donor card and envelope have been included with this mailing for your 
contribution. You may also contribute online at  stceciliacincinnati.com — click on Parish 
Life and then select Online Giving. Under the Fund tab, select School Capital Improvements, 
and add in your amount, then enter your payment information.



St. Cecilia Festival Breaks Records
Although many parishes opted not to hold a summer festival 
or they opted to have a more limited version, St. Cecilia 
charged ahead and safely held their traditional three day 
festival on the third weekend in July. What a great success it 
was! Breaking all records, St. Cecilia raised $157,500. 
   The fact that the festival was held and was so successful is a 
testament to the parish. Whereas other parishes often struggle 
to secure volunteers to pull off such an event, St. Cecilia 
parishioners rise to the occasion and see it as a duty to be 
supportive of Oakley’s three day party. Whether it be 
sponsorship, volunteering, or supporting the event by bringing 
friends and family, members of the parish and school embrace 
the necessity of being part in helping to make such an 
undertaking so successful. 
   Mark your calendar for this summer’s festival which will be 
held on July 15, 16, and 17.

St. Cecilia 2021-2022 Goal to Reconnect People and Build Community a Success 
After a 2020 year that basically saw no events beyond the typical school day, faculty and staff established a 2021-2022 school goal to 
reinvigorate parish and school life by providing opportunities throughout the year for people to come together as a community to 
enjoy one another’s fellowship. Although some initial planning had to be adapted, we are on track to meet this goal!



Oktoberfest Returns
 On the last weekend in September, the sounds of the German band Vereins 
Musikanten and 80’s band Blue 80 could be heard on the corner of Madison 
and Gilmore. The grilling of brats and metts could be smelled, and plenty of 
German beer was being poured. Oktoberfest returned after a Covid hiatus. 

The weekend included a special Oktoberfest themed day for the school 
children on Friday that included delicious German pretzels and cream puffs 
along with plenty of German dancing. It was great to see the school children 
getting the opportunity to participate in a fun event early in the year.

For the first time, this year’s Oktoberfest was a two-night event. There was 
also a special Happy Hour held on Friday night, which culminated in the long 
awaited lighting of the church steeple at dusk. 

The St. Cecilia School staff reinvigorated this annual tradition. Next year, 
they will hand the mantle off to the Parish Young Adults Group. Next year’s 
event will be held the last weekend in September — we’ll see you there!

Trunk or Treat Round II
Because it was such a success a year ago, Trunk or Treat was held for the 
second year at Halloween. Coupling decked out cars with a parade of 
costumes, students and parents had a lot of fun and got into the spirit of the 
season. Eighth grade students even added a new wrinkle to this year’s fun by 
transforming the school courtyard into a haunted bamboo forest.

Family Literacy Night Promotes Reading
Held just before Thanksgiving, St. Cecilia’s Family Literacy Night for students 
and their families drew a nice crowd. With stations throughout the gym and a 
book fair selling books of all genres and to all age groups, attendees combined 
shopping for favorite books and playing fun literacy based games at each 
station. Promoting the value of reading was the overall goal of the night, and 
based upon the sales of books, we were able to do just that! In just a short three 
hours, sales were brisk with over $2000 of merchandise being sold.

Las Posadas:  
A Celebratory Party
On December 11, the Vigil of the Feast of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe, St. Cecilia 
hosted school families and parishioners 
to our version of Las Posadas, complete 
with a live nativity, great food and drink, 
and live music.

Las Posadas, a long held Hispanic 
Advent tradition, commemorates Mary and 
Joseph searching for a safe, warm, and 
comfortable place to give birth to Jesus. 
Following the Saturday 4PM Mass, students 

(with Mary and Joseph leading) led the congregation to different stops on campus on their search for an inn. Moving location to 
location, those in the procession sang festive songs at each stop, ending in the school gymnasium where a great party was held.

If reclaiming a sense of community was a goal, Las Posadas was a great success. With the help of staff, parents and school 
children, the school gymnasium was transformed, entertainment provided, and a live nativity, complete with sheep, goat, 
donkey, alpaca, a host of rotating nativity angels, shepherds, wisemen, and of course Mary and Joseph, warmed a very cold and 
blustery December night. 



Flag Pole Ceremony Slated for April
In December, I received a letter from veteran and 
parishioner Jack Hillebrand in which he and fellow 
veterans from the parish wished to present to the 
school a new flag for the flagpole located in the front 
of the school on Madison Road. The men noted that 
the present flag was too small for the existing pole and 
they donated one that was 8 x 12 for the 40’ flagpole.

While speaking with Jack, we both noted the 
importance of instilling pride in the country to 
school children and the waning sense of patriotism 
found in parts of the country and within segments 
of the American populace. With this in mind, what 
was going to be a simple flag raising will now be a 
day in which veterans and active military in the 
parish and Oakley area will be invited to a special 
9AM Mass, followed by a flag raising ceremony and 
reception for attendees. This will take place on 
Thursday, April 28.

Fish FryDays are Back
Although no Fish FryDays were held last Lent, the school is slated to host three this spring. The first fish fry, held on March 25, will 
support our 8th grade students who will be traveling to Washington DC after Easter. The second fish fry held the following week 
will support our athletic department and school PTO. Our final fish fry on April 8 will support the Jessie Tillery Explorers 
Scholarship. More on the Explorers can be found in this newsletter.

Save the Date for Trece de Mayo 
After two years of canceling our spring Hispanic festival, this 13th of May we will hold “Trece de Mayo” on the rectory side yard. 
We will have another great parish event as we enjoy what we hope will be some wonderful May weather. The Latin band Kumbia 
Latina will provide some great music, six or seven food trucks will offer some delicious food selections, and a wide variety of 
drinks and desserts will be available. This family friendly event is a yearly favorite, and it will be nice to see its return!



Field Trips Return 
Covid prevented field trips for well over a year for school children. However, this school year, students 
had numerous off campus experiences. St. Cecilia was one of the first schools to begin scheduling field 
trips, an intentional strategy to reaffirm that regular school life for our school children should, could, 
and would be reclaimed in the 2021-2022 school year. The following trips took place or will take place 
during this year.
Cincinnati Nature Center - Grades 4/5
Vocations field trip - Mt. St. Mary’s Seminary, Daughters of Elias Convent, Old St. Mary’s 
Church - Grades 7/8
Cincinnati Observatory - Grades 3/5
Camp Joy - Grades 5/6
Washington DC - Grade 8
Reading Farm - Grade 4

St. Cecilia Appreciative of Connections with Two Local Religious Orders
Every Tuesday, second and seventh grade students see, interact, and are taught by women dressed in purple and white habits. 
Although seeing religious sisters in Catholic schools is becoming rarer, St. Cecilia students feel their presence regularly. 

For three years running, the Sisters of the Children of Mary (above, left) have assisted second graders preparing for First Holy 
Communion and Seventh graders preparing for Confirmation by teaching their respective religion classes each Tuesday. It is 
affirming to see second graders get so excited, knowing that the Sisters will spend time with them. For our seventh graders, the 
example that the sisters model is edifying.

The Sisters of the Children of Mary’s motherhouse is located in the north wing of Our Lady of Holy Spirit Center in Norwood. 
Focusing their charism on the real presence of Jesus through the Blessed Sacrament, the Sisters pledge to live simply, deny self, and 
commit to spreading the love of our Lord. Goodwill donations sustain their needs. More can be learned about their community 
at www.childrenofmary.net 

Students are equally fortunate to learn from the Carmelite Daughters of Elias (above, right), a semi-contemplative 
community located across from Old St. Mary’s Church in Over-the-Rhine. Not only has Mother Marie-Cécile visited 
students in all grade levels at school, upper grade students have visited the community on a field trip to their Our Lady of 
Mt. Carmel Convent.

With a mission that seeks to “live a life of prayer and sacrifice for the needs of the Church and the world,” the Sisters also 
work for the spiritual and moral formation of children and families and the poor. The girls who visited the convent were 
inspired by the story of the Carmelite nuns, the transformation of their convent, and their commitment to bring God’s love into 
the world. They were also impressed when they walked across the street for mid-day Mass at one of Cincinnati’s most beautiful 
churches, Old St. Mary.

The Sisters recently acquired a rural property in Bethel, Ohio, which will be used for retreats and solitude for the community. 
Hopefully, a group of eighth graders will have the opportunity to assist the Sisters with some spring clean-up of the property 
towards the end of the school year. If done on a Tuesday, Father Jamie may be able to drive over from his cabin in Ripley and assist! 
Like the Children of Mary, the Daughters of Elias rely on goodwill donations from the faithful to sustain and grow their 
apostolate. More can be learned about their community at www.carmelitedaughters.com or by emailing Mother Marie-Cécile 
at mcecile@oldstmarys.org



Relics Exposition Comes to St. Cecilia 
Father Carlos Martins of the Companions of the Cross visited St. Cecilia 
parish on Thursday, September 9, presenting to students during the 
school day and later at night to a throng of parishioners and Catholics 
within the Archdiocese.

Weaving the compelling stories of Saint Maria Goretti and St. 
Bernadette, Father Martins explained to students the history behind the 
Church’s veneration of saintly relics. Following his presentation within 
the church, students and parishioners were invited to the gym where the 
Exposition of over 150 Sacred Relics Treasures of the Church were 
displayed. Visitors were encouraged to learn about the saints, venerate 
them, and pray for their special intercession.

Super Bowl Bengals
Who would have thought we would have four Friday Bengal Spirit days?! 
Although the Bengals experienced another tough Super Bowl loss, students 
and staff had a lot of fun cheering them on during their playoff run.

Academic Olympics 2022
The 2022 St. Cecilia Academic Olympics may very well have generated 
more excitement than those competitions held in Beijing this past 
February. They certainly garnered a lot of excitement from students - 
they may have even prompted them to work a little harder in academic 
content areas in hopes of attaining a medal.

Students PK-8 were divided equally into teams representing 15 
countries around the world. Teams were announced as part of our 
kick-off to celebrate Catholic Schools Week. Most competitions were 
individual, but some were whole team or partner challenges. All content 
teachers presented students with different academic challenges with some 
of them spanning over two weeks before a determination of the Gold, 
Silver, and Bronze medalists. Whether the competitions involved writing 
assignments, reading comprehension, math story problems, history, or a 
science lab, students were highly engaged and did their best to strive for 
the Gold.

The St. Cecilia Olympics proved to be both rigorous and fun and 
certainly brought a lot of excitement to the building. The games 
highlighted our Catholic identity, academics, friendly competition, 
community and sportsmanship. 

Chess - Sixth grader Jayden Phillips took the Gold, Jonathan Garcia-
Fernandez (8th) the Silver, and Kevin Ruiz-Villatoro (6th) the Bronze in our 154 student single elimination chess tournament 
that spanned two weeks. The finals were televised school wide.

Hidden Singer - Over 20 students sang in St. Cecilia’s version of “The Masked Singer.” Students in classrooms listened but 
could not see singers hidden behind an Olympic screen as they sang a potpourri of songs. Students then voted for top “voices” 
to settle medalists. 

Name that Saint - Each morning over two weeks, students in all homerooms were given questions related to Saints studied 
in depth over the last three years within our character awards program. Third grader Madeleine Wrightsman took the Gold 
while eighth graders Alexa Alcala and Grace Ferra-Villalobos took the Silver and Bronze respectively.!

Coin Wars - In a group competition with plenty of sabotage and fun, students raised over $1,000. The proceeds went to the 
Sisters of the Children of Mary and local seminarians who visit our junior high students regularly. It was students’ small way of 
saying Thank You. 

Team Dodgeball - The final Olympic event was also the most raucous; countries met in the dodgeball arena and saw a 
surprise team out of Iceland made up of staff members join the fun in the single elimination tournament of 16. 



Explorers Visit Arizona
Covid may have prevented a 2020 Explorers trip, but 
come the winter of 2021 a decision to plan a trip for May 
of 2021 was set. The Jessie Tillery Explorers program 
honors the memory of Jessie Tiller, former teacher at St. 
Cecilia who passed away in 2018 at the young age of 24.

On May 21, the day after graduation, ten eighth 
graders (alumni at that point) boarded a plane and 
headed to Phoenix, Arizona for the Explorers fourth 
adventure.

Once landed, the Explorers headed north on I-17 to 
Flagstaff, the city that would be used as a home base 

during their stay. While on the trip, students experienced the beauty of the many habitats that Arizona offers. From mountains 
to woodlands to deserts, students were able to best appreciate the diverse landscapes within the state through many hikes. In 
addition to exploring the Flagstaff region, students visited and were in awe of the Grand Canyon, had a blast in the backcountry 
of Sedona, and enjoyed spending time with one another during the entirety of the trip.  

Parish Family Established
The Archdiocese of Cincinnati finalized Beacons of Light, a reorganization of diocesan parishes into parish families that allows 
for the maximization of priest assignments given the present priest shortages. These deficits will only be more pronounced as 
many priests approach retirement.

St. Cecilia’s parish family consists of St. Cecilia, St. Mary’s in Hyde Park, St. Anthony’s in Madisonville, and St. Margaret-
St. John in Fairfax. Father Jamie will be the Pastor of the parish families while Father Ken Schartz and Father Anthony Marcelli 
will be parochial vicars.

The vision for the future parish family is one that includes two vibrant schools. The schools will be different but they will 
both strive to uphold the hallmarks of Catholic education: strong catechesis, a disciplined and wholesome environment, 
rigorous academics, an orthodox Catholic perspective. The family will search for ways that the schools will work together in 
mission, worship, athletics, fellowship, and service, leading the way for other parish families.

PK Playground Gets a Makeover
As part of a parish initiative to provide areas where families can gather, children can 
play, and parishioners can reflect, a campus makeover on the east side rectory lawn 
and the pre-kindergarten playground area will continue this spring. What began 
last year with a replacement of all playground equipment, installation of new 
fencing, and upgrades in lighting on the Madison Road side of the school will shift 
to a major landscaping and redesign on the side lawn.

The new spaces will continue to beautify St. Cecilia’s campus as well as 
maximize campus grounds to be multi-functional, allowing use for a wide variety of 
parish groups and parishioners.

School Snapshots
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We are thankful for all the support  
that we receive; it is with your  

efforts and the efforts of others who  
value Catholic education that  
St. Cecilia hopes to continue  

our forward momentum.

www.school.stceciliacincinnati.org
facebook.com/stceciliacincinnati


